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NLSY97 User Workshop

A user workshop is being planned to in-
troduce both new and experienced NLS
researchers to the NLSY97 data. The
National Longitudinal Survey of Youth
1997 user workshop is scheduled to
take place July 21-25, 2003, at The
Ohio State University in Columbus,
OH. The main focus of the workshop
will be school-to-work transitions.  At-
tendees will learn to work with data
from NLSY97 rounds 1 through 5.

The workshop will be divided into three
overall areas of focus. The first 1½ days
will focus primarily on basic information for
using and accessing NLS data. These ses-
sions will include hands-on instruction on
household rosters, coding, and the NLS In-
vestigator extraction software. The next 1½
days will include some lectures as well as
hands-on instruction focusing on the core
modules of the NLSY97 questionnaire. Spe-
cific modules that will be covered include
school, employment, CPS, training, and in-
come. To allow users to investigate addi-
tional topics of interest, our closing sessions
will cover ancillary topics that reflect the
significant interests of the workshop partici-
pants, such as the self-administered ques-
tionnaire (SAQ), fertility, marriage,
expectations, and program participation.

More information and applications for
the user workshop will be available this
winter. Watch future issues of NLS News
and the NLS Web site (http://www.bls.gov/
nls) for details.

Release of the 2001 Mature
and Young Women Data

Researchers can now obtain data for the
2001 survey of mature and young women
on a new release. This release includes in-

formation gathered during the 20 inter-
views of the mature women and 21 inter-
views of the young women conducted
since 1967 and 1968, respectively. The
data are available for download free of
charge by visiting http://www.bls.gov/nls
and choosing the “Ordering Data” link.
Data also are available on compact disc for
a $20 fee.

The 2001 survey collected information
from 2,318 members of the mature women
cohort, or 57.9 percent of the original re-
spondents who are not known to be de-
ceased. (Some respondents who have left
the survey for other reasons may now be
deceased.) In the young women cohort,
2,806 respondents, or 57.0 percent of
original respondents not known to be de-
ceased, participated in the survey. If the
retention rate is recalculated to include de-
ceased respondents, the mature women’s
retention rate is 45.6 percent and the
young women’s retention rate is 54.4 per-
cent.

Like the three previous rounds, the
2001 survey of the mature and young
women was administered using a com-
puter-assisted personal interview (CAPI).
The two cohorts were again surveyed dur-
ing the same period with the same instru-
ment, increasing the efficiency of the
survey and making it easier for researchers
to compare the cohorts. The downloadable
data images and the CD-ROM both
present the data for the two cohorts sepa-
rately.

In 2001, the survey generally collected
the same core information as in previous
years. Respondents completed modules on
household member characteristics, educa-
tion, health, income, assets, training, pen-
sions, labor force and work history,
husband’s work experiences, and geo-
graphic mobility.

One change in 2001 was the return and

expansion of a section of questions similar
to those asked in 1997 on transfers of time
and money between respondents and their
parents. In 1999, the transfers section fo-
cused on respondents and their children.

The 2001 survey updates the status of
respondents’ parents from 1997 and
records whether the parents are living or
dead. It further records cause of death for
those who have passed away since the last
interview.

Respondents whose parents died be-
tween 1997 and 2001 were asked if their
parents’ estates had been settled and, if so,
the details regarding the settlement. Re-
spondents with parents who had died
prior to the 1997 survey, but whose es-
tates had not been settled at that time,
were asked in 2001 if the estates had since
been settled. If so, the survey gathered ad-
ditional information about the settlement.

The 2001 survey also included a series
of questions intended to give researchers
the data needed to determine why large
transfers of funds, valued at $2,000 or
more, between respondents and their par-
ents occur. Respondents were asked for the
reason for the transfer—such as medical
expenses, holiday gift, educational ex-
penses—and the total amount of all such
loans or gifts. These transfer questions did
not ask only about transfers since the date
of last interview. Instead, they also asked
about large transfers occurring since the re-
spondent was 19 years of age.

Respondents not interviewed in 1997
were asked in 2001 to provide information
on their parents or parent figures. They
then answered questions closely resem-
bling the ones asked in 1997 about trans-
fers over the last 12 months.

Respondents who were interviewed in
1997 answered transfer questions again in
2001, this time referring to the 12 months
prior to the 2001 interview.
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The 2001 survey also included a modi-
fied, four-item Rotter Scale. The Rotter
Scale is a locus-of-control personality test
that assesses the extent to which an indi-
vidual possesses internal or external rein-
forcement beliefs.  The last time the mature
women cohort was administered Rotter
Scale items was in 1977. The last time the
young women cohort answered these
types of questions was in 1988. This new
series of questions will allow researchers
to compare past and present respondent
locus-of-control measures.

Minor changes in the 2001 question-
naire include some adjustments to the em-
ployment section. The section on pensions
was simplified to concentrate on areas for
which respondents have a large amount of
information.

Data for the NLS of Mature Women
(1967-2001) and NLS of Young Women
(1968-2001) are available for download
free of charge at http://www.bls.gov/nls.
Each data image contains the longitudinal
record of each respondent. These data in-
clude answers to interview questions, ed-
ited and created variables based on these
raw responses, basic geographic informa-
tion provided by the U.S. Census Bureau,
and data from a 1968 survey of schools at-
tended by the young women. Data from
the special 1989 mature women’s pension
plan data collection also is available. Using
information gathered from the respondents
on the names and addresses of the compa-
nies providing their pensions, Census Bu-
reau staff members collected pension plan
descriptions.  These contain the formulas
for calculating benefits for workers at dif-
ferent ages and with various years of ser-
vice with the firm. Staff members at the
Survey Research Center, University of
Michigan, then coded this information into
a standardized format to drive the “pen-
sion calculator,” a program that computes
how much money mature women respon-
dents will receive in benefits upon retire-
ment.

Researchers also may access on the
Web documentation files and search and re-
trieval software that enables users to eas-
ily peruse, select, and extract variables.
Users also will find on the Web a page
from which they can order custom weights
for use with the mature women and young
women data sets. Using these weights pro-
vides a simple method for users to correct
the raw data for the complex survey de-

sign and for the use of data from multiple
years.

The data files described above also may
be ordered on CD-ROM for a $20 fee. The
CD-ROM also includes data from all other
NLS surveys. Most of these data sets,
however, are available via Web download
free of charge.

Supplemental documents, including a
sample questionnaire, may be ordered on
the Web site. Cohort user’s guides are
linked on the same order page. Printed cop-
ies of documents offered electronically may
be ordered from NLS User Services. (See
back page for contact information.)

The NLS Goes Online

Using NLS data and obtaining information
on all of its aspects is getting easier, as
survey administrators expand the NLS in-
formation available on the World Wide
Web. All online NLS information is acces-
sible from one main Web site: http://
www.bls.gov/nls.

Linked from this site are cohort over-
views, the latest cohort user’s guides, eco-
nomic news releases, an NLS bibliography,
a data/documentation order form, an
archive of NLS News newsletter issues, and
other tools and information for research-
ers. Survey administrators will continue to
add to this Web site. Researchers are en-
couraged to visit the site often. Specific re-
sources available online are described under
the sections below.

General NLS information
available online

Several sections of the NLS Web site con-
tain cross-cohort resources that are useful
to both researchers who are new to and
those very familiar with the data sets.

Ordering Data. The ordering data link is a
recent addition to the Web site. It contains
a list of all available NLS products and
their order prices. Researchers may link to
free documentation pieces from this page.

One of the strengths of the NLS pro-
gram over the years has been the ease with
which the data could be accessed on CD-
ROM. For many years, researchers had the
option of ordering cohort-specific compact
discs. Today, researchers may order a single
compact disc containing data sets from all
of the NLS surveys. The ordering data page

provides instructions on ordering discs, as
well as a listing and short description of
the data sets.

Now, users can obtain NLS data more
quickly and cost effectively by download-
ing the files from the Web. These files are
an exact image of the files found on the
CD-ROM, including data, documentation,
and Investigator, the search and extraction
software. Investigator software allows the
user to search the database for variables
based on any word found in the variable
title, survey year, reference number, and
question name; view the codebook infor-
mation associated with that variable; select
and extract variables; and create a codebook
for the variables chosen.

Downloading data requires users to
have only 600 MB of hard drive space
available for each cohort’s body of data
and allows researchers to access the data
at no cost and at their convenience.

All NLS data sets previously released
on CD-ROM are available for download
with the exception of geocode data sets.
Due to confidentiality issues, the latter
data sets will continue to be available on
CD-ROM only.

Survey staff have also created a Web
version of the NLS Investigator software
that allows researchers to search the data
files and view codebook pages for variables
of interest directly online. Users can then
mark variables for which they want to ob-
tain the actual data, submit the extract to
the server, and receive their data files al-
most immediately. This section of the Web
site includes a user manual containing the
answers to common questions about the
Investigator software package.  This op-
tion is available for the NLSY97 and
NLSY79 cohorts only, but will soon be
available for all cohorts.

These changes are all part of an effort
to make the NLS data even easier to ac-
cess.

Publications and other documentation.
The publications and other documentation
link provides access to the NLS Hand-
book, NLS News, technical manuals, and
other NLS publications.

NLS Handbook. The NLS Handbook pro-
vides an introduction to and overall picture
of the six cohorts that make up the Na-
tional Longitudinal Surveys: NLSY97;
NLSY79, including the young adults and
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children; mature women; young women;
older men; and young men. It is particu-
larly useful for those who are unfamiliar
with the surveys and their data. Each co-
hort-specific chapter of the Handbook is
accompanied by detailed tables that pro-
vide users with information about some of
the variables of common interest contained
in each of the surveys over time. The
Handbook is available in either PDF or
HTML format.

NLS News. The NLS News page provides
links to electronic copies of this quarterly
newsletter. NLS News includes announce-
ments of NLS data releases and recent NLS
research.

Technical manuals. The technical manual
section contains links to the latest versions
of the user’s guides for each cohort. These
guides provide cohort-specific information
and help researchers understand how to
best use the data.

In addition, the technical manual sec-
tion includes links to some survey ques-
tionnaires.

NLS publications. The NLS publications
section provides links to electronic copies
of Work and Family briefs, NLS discussion
papers, reports on youth employment,
Monthly Labor Review articles, and the
NLS annotated bibliography.

NLS bibliography. The NLS bibliography
is a searchable database of research articles
that use NLS data. This up-to-date archive
contains references to more than 4,000
NLS-based journal articles, working pa-
pers, monographs, presentations, and dis-
sertations. It allows researchers to search,
retrieve, and print customized, annotated
listings of NLS research based on user
specifications in fields such as author, title,
cohort, descriptor, and keyword.

The bibliography section of the Web
site also includes a form for researchers
wanting to submit citations for NLS-based
research that do not already appear on the
bibliography listing.

Related links. This section allows re-
searchers to access labor force statistics
from the Current Population Survey, Cen-
sus Bureau population and household top-
ics, and information on other national data
sets.

Frequently asked questions. As the name
implies, this link answers a handful of the
most commonly asked questions about the
NLS, such as:

● How do I order NLS data and documen-
tation?

● What is the confidential geocode data,
and how do I order it?

● What other types of confidential data
are available?

● How many jobs are held in a lifetime?
● Where can I get information on worklife

estimates?

Contact us. This page provides mailing ad-
dresses and e-mail links for NLS adminis-
trators and user services personnel. The
people listed on this page can answer spe-
cific data questions or questions on obtain-
ing permission to access confidential data.

Researchers may access all of these
general online resources by visiting the
Web address at the beginning of this article.

Online resources for the NLSY97
Several online resources exist for this new-
est cohort in the NLS family, starting with
an overview of the survey that describes
the sample, scope, and special aspects of
the project.

Complete HTML versions of the
cohort’s user’s guide, main file codebook
supplement, and NLSY97 chapter of the
Handbook may be referenced. The Web is
also the place for researchers to find the
latest errata and press releases for the
NLSY97.

Of special interest to those not familiar
with the data set is the NLSY97 variable
selection and data request page. This page
allows users to get a taste of the data by
requesting and downloading up to 250
variables from the 1997, 1998, and 1999
interviews. The variables are from the pub-
lic-use data set. A step-by-step tutorial in
this section leads new users through the
process of creating an NLSY97 data set
with the available variables.

A new feature on the Web for the
NLSY97 is the custom weighting link. This
page allows those whose research spans
multiple survey years to create a custom
set of survey weights, which adjust both
for the complex survey design and for the
use of data from multiple years. To create
the weights, researchers simply select the
NLSY79 survey years from which they are

using data. Next, the researchers decide if
they want the weights to adjust for mor-
tality. The selections are then submitted by
choosing the “create custom weights” but-
ton. The set of custom weights is e-mailed
to the researchers in zip format at the ad-
dress they entered on the Web page.

To access NLSY97 resources on the
Web, visit http://www.bls.gov/nls and fol-
low the links to this cohort.

Online resources for the NLSY79
Like the resources for the NLSY97 cohort
described above, the NLSY79 Web links
include a cohort overview, a complete
HTML user’s guide, errata, the NLSY79
chapter of the Handbook, and press re-
leases.

Custom weights for the NLSY79 also
are available. (See the description of this
feature in the NLSY97 section above.)

To access NLSY79 resources on the
Web, visit http://www.bls.gov/nls and fol-
low the links to this cohort.

Online resources for the NLSY79
child/young adult cohorts

Like the resources for the NLSY97 and
NLSY79 cohorts, the NLSY79 child/young
adult Web pages include a cohort overview.

In addition, the user’s guide, question-
naires, supplements, and the NLS Hand-
book chapter that describes the child/
young adult cohorts may be accessed from
this section of the NLS site.

To access NLSY79 child/young adult
resources on the Web, visit http://
www.bls.gov/nls and follow the links to
this cohort.

Online resources for the
original cohorts

The original cohorts of the NLS include the
mature women, young women, older men,
and young men cohorts.

NLS Web resources for the mature
women and young women offer overviews
of these cohorts and provide links to their
cohort-specific user’s guides. The mature
women and young women sections of the
Handbook, cohort errata, and information
about the original cohorts’ geocode data are
also available.

Custom weights for the mature women
and young women also are available. (See
the description of this feature in the
NLSY97 section above.)

As the only NLS cohorts that have been
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discontinued to date, the older men and
young men have the fewest online re-
sources. Web offerings for the two cohorts
are currently limited to descriptive over-
views and supplemental information found
in the general Web resources described at
the beginning of this article. NLS survey
administrators hope to post user’s guides
for the older men and young men in the fu-
ture.

To access original cohort resources on
the Web, visit http://www.bls.gov/nls and
follow the links to the cohort of interest.

The future of the NLS on the Web
As Web technology continues to develop,
the online availability of NLS resources
will continue to expand. Survey adminis-
trators are committed to their goal of en-
suring that NLS data and related
documentation are available to researchers
in the most convenient, user-friendly fash-
ion. Future plans for the NLS Web pages
include the development of online Web In-
vestigator software for each cohort and the
addition of selected documentation items,
including the questionnaires, for download.
Some of these features are already available
for certain cohorts. Users are urged to visit
the online NLS resources frequently to ob-
tain updates on the latest information
about all the NLS cohorts.

Commuting variables offer
avenue for research

Researchers interested in studying whether
people work in traditional or alternative
settings, how far they commute to work,
and how long work commutes take may
find that NLS data can assist them in their
efforts. The NLSY79, NLSY79 young
adult, mature women, young women, older
men, and young men cohorts all answered
questions related to transportation to and
from work.

NLSY79
The NLSY79 questionnaires have gathered
the greatest amount of commuting informa-
tion in the NLS.

In the early years of the survey, from
1979 to 1981, respondents provided data
on the amount of time it took to travel to
their current job. This question was revis-
ited in 1988 and 1993. In the 1994 survey,
respondents answered two time-related

questions for all jobs; however information
on up to only five jobs was released. First,
respondents provided information on the
length of time it took them to get from their
home to work. Next, they gave the length
of time it took to get from their place of
employment back to their home at the end
of the workday. Respondents working pri-
marily at home were given the option to
report that information as well.

In 1993 and 1994, respondents also
provided the round-trip distance, in miles,
that they traveled to work.

In 1981, respondents were asked about
their method of transportation from home
to work. Possible answers included own
automobile, ride with someone else, bus/
streetcar, subway/elevated train, train, taxi,
walking, bicycle, motorcycle/moped, and
other. In 1993, respondents answered a
similar question, and, in 1994, they an-
swered the mode of transportation ques-
tion for all jobs.

Also asked in 1993 and 1994 was a
question asking the respondent for the to-
tal cost in gas, oil, tolls, fares, and parking
costs to get to and from work, round trip.

Commuting variables in the NLSY79
may be found by using an “any word in
context” search for terms such as commute,
commuting, transportation, travel, and
cost. Users also may search by area of in-
terest under JOB INFORMATION, CPS,
TIME USE, and MISCXX.

NLSY79 young adults
The NLSY79 young adult cohort consists
of those children aged 15 and older whose
biological mothers are respondents in the
NLSY79 cohort. These young adults were
asked commuting questions in both 1994
and 1996. Like their mothers, these young
respondents provided answers on mode of
transportation to and from work, cost of
transportation to and from work, the time
required for their commute both to work
from home and from work to home at the
end of the work shift, and the distance trav-
eled in miles to their place of employment.

To find commuting variables in the
young adult data, researchers should search
under the transportation items in the
young adult area of interest called YA JOB
INFORMATION.

Mature women
In 1967, 1969, 1972, 1977, 1982, 1987,
and 1995, mature women respondents an-

swered questions on the amount of time it
took for them to travel to work. In those
same years, with the exception of 1982
and 1987, they gave their method of travel
to work, the number of miles round trip,
and the total cost to get to and from work.

In the first two fieldings of the mature
women survey, respondents also reported
on the cost of parking and tolls for the trip
to and from their job. Many of the vari-
ables collected in 1995 contain information
on up to seven jobs.

These variables may be found by using
an “any word in context” search for the
word travel.

Young women
Young women respondents reported, in
1973, 1978, 1983, 1991, and 1995, the
amount of time it took to travel to work.
In 1973 and 1978, they also gave the cost
of the trip to and from their current job.
For the years 1973, 1978, and 1995, these
women provided information on their
method of travel to their job and the num-
ber of miles round trip to their place of em-
ployment. Data on the cost of parking and
tolls for round trip travel to work were
collected only in 1968. Many of the vari-
ables collected in 1995 contain information
on up to nine jobs.

These variables in the young women
data set may be found by using an “any
word in context” search for the word
travel.

Older men
The older men cohort answered questions
relating to their commute to work in 1971
and 1976. Like members of the other co-
horts, these respondents provided informa-
tion on the time it took them to travel to
work, their usual methods of travel to
work, the number of miles they traveled,
and the total cost of the trip.

Commuting information may be ac-
cessed in the older men data files by doing
an “any word in context” search for the
word travel.

Young men
Respondents in this cohort reported on
their commutes to work during the 1971,
1976, 1978, 1980, and 1981 fieldings. In
each of these survey years, respondents
gave the amount of time for travel to work.
In 1976, 1978, and 1980, respondents also
provided information on their usual meth-
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ods of travel to work, the total cost of the
trip to work, and the number of miles
round trip. In 1980, each respondent told
the interviewer how many days per week
he traveled to work in his own automobile.

To find commuting variables in the
young men data set, researchers may do an
“any word in context” search for the word
travel.

Getting to the final destination
Work commute data in the NLS provide the
opportunity for researchers to look at
many things, including changes in the way
Americans get to work and the places in
which they work. Information collected by
the U.S. Census Bureau up through the
2000 census provides the chance to cross-
check NLS and national census data. Cen-
sus 2000 results are due for release in
December 2002. Census data up through
Census 1990 are available at http://
www.census.gov/population/www/
socdemo/journey.html.

American Educational
Research Association offers

funds for research
using NLS data

The American Educational Research Asso-
ciation (AERA) Grants Program provides
funding for quantitative education policy
and practice research using large-scale, na-
tionally representative data sets such as
the NLS. This article gives an overview of
AERA’s information on the grant program.

Purpose of the program
With support from the National Science
Foundation (NSF), the National Center for
Education Statistics (NCES), and the Office
of Educational Research and Improvement
(OERI), the program aims to stimulate
research in its target areas, to improve the
U.S. educational research community’s
firsthand knowledge of the range of data
available and how to use them, and to
increase the number of U.S. educational
researchers using the data sets.

Available grants
Research grants are available for faculty
at institutions of higher education,
postdoctoral researchers, and other doc-
toral-level researchers. Applicants must
have received the doctoral degree by the

start date of the grant. Awards are up to
$20,000 for 1-year projects, or up to
$35,000 for 2-year projects.

Research topics
Research topics may cover a wide range of
policy-related issues that include, but are not
limited to, school persistence and career
entry; teachers and teaching, including
supply, quality, and demand; policies and
practices related to achievement; policies and
practices that influence student and parental
attitudes; contextual factors in education;
education in middle schools; educational
participation and persistence; at-risk
students; early childhood education; U.S.
education in an international context;
school finance; materials development,
research, and informal science education;
undergraduate science, engineering, and
mathematics education; the supply of
students taking mathematics and science
courses from kindergarten through 12th
grade; research career development; the
quality of educational institutions; and
methodological studies.

Researchers must utilize at least one
NSF or NCES data set in the study. Addi-
tional large-scale, nationally representative
data sets may be used in conjunction with
the NSF or NCES data set.

Acceptable Data Sets for
AERA Grants

A variety of large-scale, nationally-represen-
tative data sets may be utilized through the
AERA grant program, including the National
Longitudinal Surveys (NLS), Longitudinal
Study of American Youth (LSAY), Division
of Science Resources Statistics (SRS), and
Third International Mathematics and Sci-
ence Study (TIMSS), the National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Early
Childhood Longitudinal Study (ECLS),
Schools and Staffing Survey (SASS), Adult
Literacy and Lifeskills Survey (ALL), Li-
brary Statistics Program (Lib), Baccalaure-
ate and Beyond (B&B), and many others. A
complete listing and descriptions of these
data sets are available on the AERA Grants
Program Web site at http://www.aera.net/
grantsprogram/index.html.

AERA Grants Program
projects using NLS data

Projects using NLS data and receiving
funding through the AERA Grants Program
include:

Recently Funded Research Grants
“Family matters: The role of home environ-
ment in determining achievement,” Lori
Kowaleski-Jones, Northwestern University
(11/1/98-10/31/99)

“Transfer decisions, graduation rates and
earnings of four-year college students,”
Audrey Light, The Ohio State University
(9/1/00-10/31/01)

“The effects of student employment on
educational and earnings outcomes,” Geetha
Waehrer, Pacific Institute for Research and
Evaluation (4/1/99-4/30/01)

Recently Funded
Dissertation Grants

“How high schools matter: Within and be-
tween school stratification and the dynam-
ics of women’s welfare recipiency,” Irenee
Beattie, University of Arizona (2/15/01-2/
14/02)

“Entry into and exit out of poverty among
women: Do education and job training make
a difference?” Annie Georges, Pennsylvania
State University (6/1/97-5/31/99)

“Thirty years of maximally maintained in-
equality in postsecondary education,” Eric
Grodsky, University of Wisconsin (9/1/00-
8/31/02)

“Differential participation in and returns to
education over the life course,” Jenifer
Hamil-Luker, University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill (6/1/01-5/31/02)

“Trends in group differences in academic
achievement and post-high school out-
comes,” Amy Thoreson, University of Chi-
cago (6/1/00-12/31/01)

For a complete listing of projects sup-
ported by the AERA Grants Program and
a listing of grant-generated publications,
visit the AERA Web site at the address
given in this article.

Application process
Grant applications require an AERA
Research Grants Program cover sheet, a
research proposal, a symbolic or figural
model outlining the framework for the
study, a proposed budget, and a current
curriculum vitae for the principal
investigator(s). Proposals are evaluated on
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the importance of the proposed policy
issue, the strength of the methodology, and
the relevant experience and research record
of the applicant. Full details are available
on the program Web site.

Grant recipient responsibilities
Grant recipients are expected to submit a
progress report and a final report. Final re-
ports should be of suitable quality and for-
mat for publication in a scholarly journal.
NCES will also consider publishing the re-
port in its Working Paper series.

For complete details on the AERA
Grants Program, visit the program’s Web site
at http://www.aera.net/grantsprogram/
index.html.

Frequently Asked Questions

NLS User Services encourages researchers to
contact them with questions and problems
they have encountered while accessing and
using NLS data and/or documentation. Ev-
ery effort is made to answer these inquiries.
Some recently asked questions that may be
of general interest to NLS users are listed be-
low with their answers.

Q1: Is it a problem if I were to use the NLS
data in a scholarly research project with a
team of researchers in Japan and the spon-
soring public organization wants me to sur-
render the data I use?

A1: The Bureau of Labor Statistics does
not permit the use of geocode data outside
of the United States. Aside from this limita-
tion, all of our survey data are public do-
main items. The main file data are available
for download free of charge to users around
the world.

Q2: I am planning on using a variable in
the NLS of Mature Women data for
husband’s age. This is provided in 1967
(R00688.00), but only in a category format.
In later years, there are some questions about
current and noncurrent husband’s date of
birth. I was thinking that the most straight-
forward way to get this information, at least
for the earlier years, would be to use the
household member information, such as re-
lationship to spouse and age of member. Can
you make any other suggestions?

A2: Your solution is right on target. The

easiest way to get husband’s age is to take it
from the household record.

Q3: Are NLSY respondents also in the CPS?
If so, can the two data sets be used together?

A3: NLS and CPS respondents are sampled
independently. There is no connection be-
tween being an NLS respondent and being a
CPS respondent. It would simply be coinci-
dence if someone were selected for both sur-
veys. However, the CPS section of an NLS
questionnaire is modeled after the CPS ques-
tionnaire.

Q4: Why was the formula used for comput-
ing Armed Forces Qualification Test (AFQT)
scores revised?

A4: The AFQT is a composite score com-
puted using some of the subtests of the
Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery
(ASVAB). The AFQT formula in use at the
time when the ASVAB was administered to
the NLSY79 (summer of 1980) included a
speeded subtest on word knowledge. A
speeded subtest tests the performance for
speed and accuracy at simple tasks in a lim-
ited amount of time. A problem with the
speeded subtests developed because some
respondents received a coding sheet that had
circles to be filled in by pencil. Other re-
spondents used coding sheets that had rect-
angles to be filled in. The problem is that it
takes longer to fill in a circle than a rect-
angle. A respondent could score a little bit
better or worse depending on the coding
sheet they were given. The difference was
small, just a couple of seconds, but still
required a correction. The Department of
Defense chose to rework the AFQT for-
mula to remove the word knowledge sec-
tion but still measure trainability. The
revised formula became available in 1988
and is the better one to use.

Completed NLS Research

The following is a listing of recent re-
search based on data from the NLS cohorts
that has not appeared in its current form
in a previous issue of the NLS News. See
the NLS Annotated Bibliography at http://
www.nlsbibliography.org for a compre-
hensive listing of NLS-related research.

Bernhardt, A.D.; Morris, M.; Handcock,

M.S.; and Scott M. “Trends in Job Insta-
bility and Wages for Young Adult Men.”
Journal of Labor Economics 17,4 (1999):
S65-S90. [Young Men, NLSY79]

Bernhardt, Annette; Morris, Martina;
Handcock, Mark S.; Scott, Marc A.  Diver-
gent Paths: Economic Mobility in the New
American Labor Market (2001), New York:
Russell Sage Foundation. [Young Men,
NLSY79]

Boardman, Jason D.; Powers, Daniel A.;
Padilla, Yolanda Chavez; and Hummer,
Robert A. “Low Birth Weight, Social Fac-
tors, and Developmental Outcomes Among
Children in the United States.” Demogra-
phy 39,2 (May 2002): 353-368. [Children
of the NLSY79]

Bradley, Robert H.; Corwyn, Robert Flynn;
Burchinal, Margaret R.; Mcadoo, Harriet
Pipes; and Coll, Cynthia Garcia. “The Home
Environments of Children in the United
States Part II: Relations with Behavioral
Development through Age Thirteen.” Child
Development 72 (November/December
2001): 1868-1886. [Children of the
NLSY79]

Caputo, Richard K. “Discrimination and
Human Capital: A Challenge to Economic
Theory & Social Justice.” Journal of Soci-
ology and Social Welfare 29,2 (June 2002):
105-124. [NLSY79]

Carneiro, Pedro and Heckman, James J.
“The Evidence on Credit Constraints in
Post-Secondary Schooling.” Working Paper
No. 9055, National Bureau of Economic Re-
search, July 2002. [NLSY79]

Cooksey, Elizabeth C.; Mott, Frank L.; and
Neubauer, Stefanie A. “Friendships and
Early Relationships: Links to Sexual Invi-
tation among American Adolescents Born
to Young Mothers.” Perspectives on Sexual
and Reproductive Health 34,3 (2002): 118-
126. [Children of the NLSY79, NLSY79,
NLSY79 Young Adult]

Curran, Patrick J. and Hussong, Andrea M.
“Structural Equation Modeling of Repeated
Measures Data: Latent Curve Analysis.”
In: Modeling Intraindividual Variability
with Repeated Measures Data: Methods
and Applications, Moskowitz, D. and
Hershberger, S., eds. Mahwah NJ:
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Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2000, 59-
86. [Children of the NLSY79]

Dunifon, Rachel and Kowaleski-Jones,
Lori. “Who’s In the House? Race Differ-
ences in Cohabitation, Single Parenthood
and Child Development.” Child Develop-
ment 73,4 (July/August 2002): 1249-1264.
[Children of the NLSY79]

Eamon, Mary Keegan. “Influences and
Mediators of the Effect of Poverty on
Young Adolescent Depressive Symp-
toms.” Journal of Youth and Adolescence
31,3 (June 2002): 231-242. [Children of
the NLSY79]

Fairlie, Robert W. “Drug Dealing and Le-
gitimate Self-Employment.” Journal of La-
bor Economics 20,3 (July 2002): 538-567.
[NLSY79]

Handcock, M.S. and Morris, M. “Relative
Distribution Methods.” Sociological Meth-
odology 28 (1998): 53-89. [Young Men,
NLSY79]

Handcock, M.S.; Morris, M.; Bernhardt,
A.D. “Trends in Earnings Dispersion in
the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth
and the Current Population Survey.”
Monthly Labor Review, 123 (2000): 48-
61. [Young Men, NLSY79]

Huang, Chien-Chung. “The Impact of Child

Support Enforcement on Nonmarital and
Marital Births: Does It Differ by Racial
and Age Groups?” Social Service Review
76,2 (June 2002): 275-301. [NLSY79]

Kossoudji, Sherrie A. and Cobb-Clark,
Deborah A. “Coming Out of the Shadows:
Learning about Legal Status and Wages from
the Legalized Population.” Journal of La-
bor Economics 20,3 (July 2002): 598-628.
[NLSY79]

Kowaleski-Jones, Lori and Duncan, Greg
J. “Effects of Participation in the WIC Pro-
gram on Birthweight: Evidence from the
National Longitudinal Survey of Youth.”
American Journal of Public Health 92,5
(May 2002): 799-804. [Children of the
NLSY79]

Li, Kai and Poirier, Dale J. “Using the
National Longitudinal Survey of Youth in
the US to Study the Birth Process: A
Bayesian Approach.” Research in Official
Statistics 4 (May 2001): 127-150. [Children
of the NLSY79]

Moore, Kristin Anderson; Halle, Tamara
G.; Vandivere, Sharon; and Mariner, Carrie
L. “Scaling Back Survey Scales: How Short
is too Short?” Sociological Methods and
Research 30,4 (May 2002): 530-567. [Chil-
dren of the NLSY79]

Neumark, David B. “Youth Labor Markets

in the United States: Shopping Around vs.
Staying Put.” Review of Economics and Sta-
tistics 84,3 (August 2002): 462-482.
[NLSY79]

Oyer, Paul and Schaefer, Scott. “Litigation
Costs and Returns to Experience.” Ameri-
can Economic Review 92,3 (June 2002):
683-705. [NLSY79]

Phelps, Erin; Furstenberg, Frank F. Jr.; and
Colby, Anne. Looking at Lives: American
Longitudinal Studies of the 20th Century,
New York NY: Russell Sage Foundation,
May 2002. [Children of the NLSY79,
NLSY79]

Strayer, Wayne Earle. “The Returns to
School Quality: College Choice and Earn-
ings.” Journal of Labor Economics 20,3
(July 2002): 475-503. [NLSY79]

Upchurch, Dawn M.; Lillard, Lee A.; and
Panis, Constantijn W. A. “Nonmarital
Childbearing: Influences of Education,
Marriage, and Fertility.” Demography 39,2
(May 2002): 311-329. [Children of the
NLSY79]

Waldfogel, Jane; Han, Wen-Jui; and
Brooks-Gunn, Jeanne. “The Effects of
Early Maternal Employment on Child
Cognitive Development.” Demography
39,2 (May 2002): 369-392. [Children of
the NLSY79]

Are You Working With NLS Data?

If you are, we are interested in your work!

● Have you received funding to sponsor a project using NLS data?
● Are you working on a paper that uses NLS data?
● Have you published a recent paper using NLS data?

If you have received funding on a project, are working on a paper, or published a recent
paper that uses NLS data, please contact:  NLS User Services, Center for Human Resource
Research, 921 Chatham Lane, Suite 100, Columbus, OH 43221; (614) 442-7366; e-mail:
usersvc@postoffice.chrr.ohio-state.edu. Or use our online submission form—just go
to www.nls.bibliography.org and click on “Submit Citation.”
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